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2. Diospyros peregrina Giirke in Engl. & Prantl Nat.
Pflanzenf. IV, I, 164.—D. embryopteris Pers. Syn. II (1807) 624.
—Embryopteris glutenifera Roxb. Corom. PI. t. 70; Wight Ic. tt 843,
844.—plate 586 (under D. embryopteris Pers.).
A small or middle sized tree, glabrous except the very young
parts and the inflorescence; branches numerous, spreading, forming a
dense shady head; bark smooth, thick, blackish, flaking off in large
pieces. Leases variable in size, numerous, distichously spreading,
coriaceous, 10-28 by 2.5-9 cm., oblong or oblong-lanceolate, obtuse
or subacute, glabrous and shining, reticulately veined, the veins
prominent in diied specimens, obscure in fresh ones, base usually
tapering; petioles 1-2 cm. long, stout, wrinkled. Male flowers in
shortly peduncled, fulvous-pubescent, racemose, axillary, drooping
cymes containing 2-7 flowers. Calyx 6 mm. long, hairy outside;
lobes 4, broadly ovate, 4 mm. long, pubescent inside and with ciliate
margins. Corolla 1 cm. long; lobes 3-4 mm. long, very thick, rounded
at the apex and with a pubescent patch on the back of each lobe,
imbricate. Stamens 24-64 (usually 40) in pairs, inserted at the
base of the corolla-tube or on the receptacle beneath it; filaments
hairy, about 2.5 mm. long; anthers 6 mm, long, nearly equal linear,
with a line of hairs up the middle. Rudimentary ovary a lobed
fleshy disk. Female flowers larger than the male, 2,5 cm. across,
usually solitary, axillary, drooping; pedicels very short. Calyx
deeply divided, glabrous or pubescent; segments 4, erect, broadly
ovate, acute, dilated and subcordate at the base. Corolla 1.3 cm.
long, campanulate, deeply divided; lobes 4, cordate, obtuse, recurved.
Staminodes 1-12, hairy, usually inserted at the base of the corolla-
tube (sometimes perhaps true stamens). Ovary glabrous or hairy,
8-celled; styles 4; stigmas lobed and undulate. Fruit large, S.8-7.5
cm. diam., usually solitary, subglobose, yellow, covered with a rusty
easily detachable scurfiness, 8-celled, supported on the much enlarged
persistent spreading or reflexed calyx; pericarp thin; pulp viscid and
glutinous. Seeds 4-8, flattened, smooth, reddish brown.
Distribution i   Throughout India, Ceylon.—Siam, Malay Archipelago.
The unripe fruit is acrid, hitter; oleagenous, heating, indigestible,
astringent to the bowels; cures ulcers and "vata".—The ripe fruit

